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Montessori Tour 
 
 
Students at the Montessori Child Development 
Center in Newport Beach enjoyed a tour of the 
Howe-Waffle House recently. They learned the 
history of the house and of Dr. Willella and her 
medical practice. The students were fascinated 
seeing various medicines, medical instruments, 
gadgets, inventions and clothes used during the 
time Dr. Willella lived in the house and 
maintained her practice.  
 
For a craft, the students each created an 
ornament stating their wish for the future.  The 
ornaments were later hung on the “futuristic” 
Christmas tree at our December open house.  
\If you are interested in arranging a field trip to or a group tour of the Howe-Waffle house, call (714) 
547-9645 and leave a message.  

April Bettendorf 
Cancellation of SAHPS Activities 
 
As Vice President, I must commiserate. It is difficult to comprehend what is happening to all of us, 
not just locally, but globally, due to the COVID-19 virus. The mandated isolation has taken a toll on 
everyone. We do understand the difficulties of not having activities to participate and socialize in. 
We have also incurred the loss of upcoming events. So many had been planned but were abandoned 
and failed to be discussed, due to the “social distancing” or inclusion of isolation. Therefore, meetings 
were canceled. 
 
We do, however, look forward to getting this behind us and going back to normal as soon as allowed. 
Our goal is to look forward to a brighter day and restarting our activities. Many that had been planned 
are now a thing of the past, but our goal is to look ahead to the future when we can hit the reset button. 
Meanwhile, during these times, it’s important that you take care of yourselves so we will see you at 
these events. To those who have been generous in their contributions, thank you for helping us keep 
this beautiful structure alive and maintained. May the Willella Howe-Waffle House continue to thrive 
due to your generosity. Stay safe and healthy. 

Marilyn Mandell
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President’s Message 
This silly picture is me, momentarily sitting in the 
driver’s seat of the Disneyland Monorail. I thought 
it would be a good picture to remind us to “Look 
Forward Into our Past”.  

2019 was a great year 
for us. After all, the 
house turned 130 years 
old. 2020 is shaping up 
to be another year of 
progress and growth. 
While it’s vitally 
important to preserve 
our past, it’s equally 
important to also look 
ahead to find better 
ways to do just that.  

 
We’ve been very fortunate to have several new 
members join us who are younger (I can’t believe I 
said that) with new ideas and skills we’ve been 
lacking. We are also fortunate enough to have the 
good sense to listen to them and welcome their 
ideas. We all feel we are heading in the right 
direction. 
 
New marketing strategies, an updated gift shop, 
much needed exterior repairs and new landscaping 
are just a few things coming up. These things will 
bring the house up to the high standard it deserves. 
We have a responsibility to our community; we 
owe it to the memory of Dr. Willella. 
 
Now of course this is where YOU come in. If you 
want to drive past the house, get that great feeling 
and know it’s still holding strong, then I NEED 
you! I need you to help us fight the fight. There’s 
no other way to say it except I need you to help in 
whatever capacity you are able. Recommend a 
repair person you trust, sponsor one of our 
fundraising events, help with the painting of a 
room, help cover the cost of one or more rose 
bushes. We can do the work but not without your 
help. 
 
How nice to know you’re the reason the house will 
be around at least another 130 years still looking 
good and very much loved. Thank you in advance, 
from the bottom of my heart. 
 

Tina Davidson, President 
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The Refreshing of Our Precious House 
 
The day this article was written marked the last day of restoration work on 
the Dr. Howe-Waffle House. The construction crew worked five and six 
days a week for five weeks to bring our wonderful house up to the high 
standard that Dr. Willella would be proud of.  
 
Let me run down all that was accomplished in this phase of refurbishment: 
 
We started with all four porches. The front porch was not a total loss but half 
of the deck and all turned posts and railings were crumbling. The Civic 
Center side porch and both back steps were total losses and could not be 
repaired. The contractor and crew duplicated the posts and railing perfectly. 
 

Next came the carriage barn. Over the years, dry rot had moved in, causing 
extensive damage that has now been taken care of. The gazebo was in danger 
of falling over with extreme dry rot in the roof braces, supports, steps and 
banisters. All of this has been replaced; again, the crew duplicated everything 
down to the turned posts. 
 
Next came the side shed doors that were 
crumbling. Now we have doors made of solid 
wood, not particle board. The flat decorative 
wood panels and some clap board all the way 
around the house were cracking and taking on 
rain water. They have now been repaired by 
hand. 
 
I was at the house every single day and was 

amazed as the crew recreated the curved railing of the front porch, the gazebo 
supports and balusters BY HAND. 
 
We were so lucky to have the amazing team of Miguel Villegas and crew from MLV Construction. I could not 
have asked for a better team. Not only were they concerned about doing a great job, they took the time needed 
to do it right. They kept me informed every step of the way. I found them thanks to Kevin at the Heritage 
Museum. They use Miguel for work as well. I later found out that Miguel Hand crew re-roofed and painted the 

Howe-Waffle house years ago. Miguel 
can be reached at 714-337-9940. 
 
Now, on to the next phase, which will be 
landscaping the grounds. Then onto 
painting the kitchen, gift shop and Dr.’s 
waiting room. If you can help with any of 
these projects, please let me know. 
 
If any of our men folk can help us dig 
holes for a number of rose bushes, we 
would love you forever and you would 
earn an invitation to the volunteer 
appreciation dinner.  

 
Tina Davidson               BEFORE                                          AFTER 
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A Unique Board Meeting 
The board of directors briefly met, masked and 
at a social distance, to discuss the business 
aspect of running the society and to plan some 
very exciting returning and new events to host 
when it's safe to do so. 
While there we celebrated, with sparkling 
grape juice, the nearly completed 
reconstruction to the exterior of the doctor 
Willella Howe Waffle House. When this is all 
over we will be back, so stay safe, stay healthy 
and we hope to see you soon.  

April Bettendorf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
AT LAST WE HAVE AN IDENTITY 
After much weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth, our dear 
house has a beautiful sign. Now the world will know who and 
what we are. 
The sign is on the Civic Center side of the house (where the 
City said we could place it) and matches the color of the 
house. Shown in the picture is John Purcell from Focus 
Signs, who made multiple trips to the City to have the project 
approved. Thanks, John! 
Since a base made of rock was WAY too expensive, I 
arranged rocks around the base and planted it with gardenias. 
Just wait until the upcoming landscape project is finished--the 
house will look fantastic. I think Dr. Willella would be 
happy. Take a drive past and see what you think. 

Tina Davidson 
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February Open House: Women Through the Decades! 

 
February’s open house celebrated the accomplishments of women from the 20th century and into the 
21st. Members were attired as representatives of the 1900’s suffrage movement through OC Women’s 

Movement in Santa Ana on Jan. 18. 2020. 
Other Members represented were the iconic 
1920’s flapper, Rosie the Riveter of the 
1940’s, 1950’s housewife, 1960’s flower 
child and a 1970’s hippie. Each member 
gave a short narrative on the events of the 
era. 
 
A tour of the house, a demonstration on 
how to use a spinning wheel, and tea and 
sugar cookies served in the formal dining 
room, completed the experience. 

 
Lynn Warner 
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An Evening of Victorian Mourning Comes to the Howe-Waffle House 
 

It was unseasonably warm during the October 
nights of the 22nd and 23rd and death was in the 
air. The Dr. Howe-Waffle Museum played host 
for Haunted Orange County as they put on their In 
Memorium: An Exhibit on the Victorian 
Mourning Ritual. 
 
The evening started with a lecture by Haunted 
Orange County’s historian, Charles Spratley.  He 
discussed the mourning ritual and its importance 
in society and how it was used as a coping 
mechanism for the Victorians to deal with a world 
where death was literally an everyday occurrence, 

due to sickness, poor working conditions and high infant mortality.  He covered the history of the 
wake and the perils of premature burials, as well as fashions for men, women and children. 
 
After the lecture, the guests were invited into the house to explore the mourning period in its 
physical form.  The house was decorated as if a wake were taking place, complete with mirrors 
covered and black fabric adorning the drapes.  A child’s coffin was decorated with flowers near the 
parlor window and the rest of the lower part of the house was filled with mourning jewelry, photos, 
dresses and hair art. 
  
The crowds that came on both nights entered in relative silence.  The hosts of the event answered 
questions about the items, as well as described them in more detail.  On both evenings, it was 
necessary to usher the guests out, as they were hesitant to leave and talked about how they would 
love to come back. The event was a success, with the second night being busier than the first.  
Haunted Orange County would love to bring the exhibit back in the future.  For more on Haunted 
Orange County events or the Santa Ana Haunted History Ghost walk operating year-round, visit 
HauntedOC.com. 

 
Editor’s note: a two-night replay of this event was scheduled for June. Due to the coronavirus it must be postponed. 
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Let’s Learn About Another Female 
Physician: 

Dr. Kate Kelsey Clark  
(1858-1946) 

        
Dr. Kate “read under” (studied medicine 
under) Dr. Harriet Warren, a pioneer woman 
doctor.  Dr. Kate entered the Cleveland 
Homeopathic Hospital College and, after 
graduating, took post-graduate classes at the 
School of Medicine in Chicago.  She practiced 
in Menominee, WI for 15 years. 
 
She traveled to Cable, WI for a visit and 
decided to stay partly, because she loved the 
forests and clean.  But she also heeded the 
pleas of pioneer settlers for medical help.  She 
built a log cabin for $40 and settled a few miles 
outside of town with her adopted son. 
 
Dr. Kate was a horse-and-buggy doctor and, 
being the only resident physician in the area, 
often traveled great distances to see her 
patents.  Her home was destroyed by a fire in 
the early 1900s, so she moved into Cable and, 
in 1914, married Mr. George Clark. 
 
She served the community as a health officer 
and was involved in various clubs and 
organizations.  She died in 1946 at the age of 
87. 

April Bettendorf 
 

 
 

A Walking History Book, 
Alison Young 

 
The City of Santa Ana had a special 150th 
anniversary altar celebrating the annual “Noche 
de Altares” on November 2, 2019 in downtown 
Santa Ana, in front of Eddie West Field.  Girl 
Scout Troop 46 reached out to our own Alison 
Young to get the facts on the people who 
influenced the history of Santa Ana. 
 
Alison provided a list of approximately fifty 
people to consider.   The girls read about each 
individual and then asked for more information 
about people of different cultures.  Thanks to her 
vast knowledge of Santa Ana history, Alison was 
able to recommend excellent resources, such as 
Santa Ana’s Logan Barrio and A Different Shade 
of Orange.  Catherine Hanson, one of the Girl 
Scouts, said, “We couldn’t have done this project 
without the input of our historian expert, Alison 
Young.  She had the answers to all of our 
questions.  We were so happy we had such a 
trusted resource.” 
 
The most exciting part of the event was when one 
of the thousands of visitors noticed a picture she 
recognized at the altar.  It was her aunt’s photo 
and she couldn’t believe she saw her aunt’s story 
written in the Logan Barrio book.  Special 
moments like these are made possible, thanks to 
the Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society 
and its dedicated volunteers! 

Vivian Hanson 
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Who is Buried in Grant's Tomb? 
 
You might say, "Everyone knows that answer, Ulysses S. Grant is buried 
there."  But I'd have to inform you that you are incorrect or at least half 
incorrect.  Julia Grant, his wife, is also there. 
 
However, if you answer Ulysses and Julia, you'd still be wrong because 
they are not buried there, they are entombed above ground.  That is why 
it's called Grant's tomb and not Grant's gravesite.  
 
This riddle was made popular in the 1950's when Groucho Marx asked the 
question on his TV quiz show.  He thought it would be an easy answer and 
his guest would go home with a prize. The panel of judges would not 
accept it as a correct response to the bewilderment of Groucho, his 
audience and his guest. 
 
Grant's Tomb is a classical domed mausoleum located in the Morningside Heights neighborhood of 
upper Manhattan in New York City.  It's a National Memorial maintained by the National Park Service. 
Ulysses S. Grant was our 18th President from 1869-1877.  Dr Willella Howe Waffle was 15 years old 
when his term began and 23 when it ended. 

April Bettendorf 
A Smile Can Go a Long Way 
 
If you shop at Amazon.com, SAHPS would like you to consider supporting us through AmazonSmile. 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same 
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization.  
 
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or 
mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to AmazonSmile to make it even easier to return 
and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.  Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for 
donations. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product 
detail pages.  Your Amazon.com account works on AmazonSmile.  Your shopping cart, Wish List, 
wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same. 
 
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations from 
eligible purchases before you begin shopping (and of course, we hope you will consider SAHPS!). They 
will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make on AmazonSmile will result in 
a donation.  The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases. The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and 
excluding shipping & handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, or service charges. 
 
Use the link below to go directly to AmazonSmile in support of SAHPS and start shopping. Thanks! 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7407248 

Tina Davidson 
 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7407248
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Christmas Open House: 
Themed Christmas Past, Present and Future, a Huge Success! 

 
When you have Joel Robinson, Peggy Calvert and 
the Orange Station Revival as entertainment, a 
fantastic theme, plus outstanding decorations, 
scrumptious food, good conversation and creative 
Christmas attire, you’re bound to have a delightful 
day. 
 
The highlight of the afternoon was guests reflecting 
on Christmas past, enjoying the present and sharing 
hope for the future. Each guest created an ornament 
proclaiming his/her wish for the future and hung it 
on our futuristic tree. 

                                                                                                 
April Bettendorf 

 

   



   

More pictures from the Christmas Open House: 

 
“AHOY MATIES” 
“THAR BE SQUALLS AHEAD AND PIRATES ABOUT.” 
ONCE A YEAR WE HOST A DINNER FOR ALL THE STOUT-
HEARTED FOLKS WHO HAVE VOLUNTEERED WITH US 
THROUGH THE YEAR. 
SOMETIME THIS FALL (WE HOPE) WE WILL BE INVADED BY 
“SALTY OLD PIRATES” FOR A ROUSING PARTY, THE LIKES OF 
WHICH HAVE NEVER BEEN SEEN IN THESE WATERS. 
NOT A VOLUNTEER? TAKE HEART, THAR STILL BE TIME TO 
STEP ABOARD AND JOIN THE CREW. 
THAR BE LOTS OF THINGS NEEDED ABORD A SHIP THIS SIZE. 
JUST GIVE ME A CALL AND I’LL FIND SOMETHING TO YOUR 
LIKING. I PROMISE, NO DECK SCRUBBING WILL BE INVOLVED. 
THE PARTY WILL BE HERE BEFORE WE KNOW IT, SO DON’T 
MISS THE BOAT.  
GIVE ME A JINGLE. 
 
CAPTAIN TINA, 714-401-6158 
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High Tech Spanish Tours Now Available! 
 
As a local resident, volunteer and huge supporter of preserving history, Aleece Hanson has made it 
her goal to make museum tours more accessible to the many Spanish-speaking residents of Santa 
Ana. She translated the Dr. Willella Howe-Waffle House and Medical Museum and Fire Museum 
tour scripts and trained members of her Spanish Honor Society to give Spanish tours as part of her 
Girl Scout Gold Award project.  
 
Unfortunately, once Aleece graduated from high school and moved on to college, student volunteers 
were not as consistent in carrying on what she had started. In an attempt to make sure there was 
follow-through on her project, Aleece created QR codes to make Spanish tours consistently available 
as needed. Visitors can now use their phones to take a picture of a QR code as they visit each room 

of the Howe-Waffle Museum and hear Aleece’s voice narrating 
the tour script in Spanish. It’s amazing what technology can do!  
 
Try the QR code below to get a sample of Aleece’s Spanish 
tour. Just hold your iPhone camera up to the code and you will 
get a signal to “Open in Youtube.” Tap and it will take you to 
Aleece’s recording! If visitors have Samsung or other phone 
models, they can easily download a free QR code reader app to 
get the same results. Aleece has reached out to the Spanish 
Honor Society and younger Girl Scouts to recruit volunteers to 
create QR codes for the Fire Museum too. If no one steps up, 
Aleece will work on those QR codes during her next break from 
school. 

Vivian Hanson 
 

 
SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING  

FOR THEIR HELP WITH THE RESTORATION: 
 

 
 

 
MEL LADD MODERN 

SPRINKLER CO. 
 

(714) 542- 9733 
 



   

Help us continue our efforts to preserve, to educate,  
and to celebrate Santa Ana and early local History 

Renew or join at the $100 level (or above) and receive a complimentary book from our bookstore 
(valued $25 or less) as a free gift as our thanks for your extra support. 

Book Choice:  __________________________________________________ 

Membership Dues: Student (High School and Under)-$10; Individual- $20-49; Family-$30-49; 
Organization/Business-$30-49; Supporter=$50-99; Patron-$100-249; Benefactor-Over$250 
Enclosed is a check for (or charge) ________________ for a _______________________membership. 

 
Credit Card No. __________________________________________ Exp. Date: _________________ 

Keep up the great work.  I’ve enclosed a special donation of _______________________ to help your preservation work.  

Name ________________________________________________________  Phone __________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State ___________________________________ Zip _____________ Email ____________________________ 

Send to:  Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society, 120 Civic Center Dr. W., Santa Ana, CA 92701-7505 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society 
120 Civic Center Drive West 
Santa Ana, California 92701-7505 
A Legacy of Preservation Since 1974 
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